
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PROCEEDINGS 



OF 



THE STATISTICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 



Vol. I. 1836-1837. No. 9 



Monday, February 20, 1837. 

Sir Ciharles Lemon. Bart., M. P., President of the Society, in 
the Chair. 

The following gentlemen were elected Fellows of the Society : 

John Brown, Esq., Wareham, Dorsetshire ; 
Edmund Clarke, Esq., Lincoln's Inn; 
James Mahon, Esq., Gray's Inn Square ; 
William Youatt, Esq., Camden Town. 

The names of the following gentlemen were proposed and 
ordered to be suspended according to the regulations of the 
Society : — 

Henry Buckley, Esq.. River Hill, Seven Oaks ; 
Henry English, Esq., 37, New Broad Street ; 
Vesie Leslie Foster, Esq., Whitehall Place ; 
John Hardwick, Esq., Albany ; 
John Alexander Hank^, Esq., Brook Street ; 
Frederick Purdy, Esq., jun., Somerset Place, Strand ; 
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Colonel John Briggs, and the Revfcrend Henry Stebbing, were 
formally admitted Fellows of the Society. 

The following Resolution was read from the Council Minutes 
of February 17, 1837: 

" Resolved that, any five or more members of the Society may 
propose to the Council the formation of a Committee : stating 
to the Secretary in writing the nature of the subject to be en- 
quired into ; with the signatures of the members asking for the 
Committee- This proposition to be thereupon submitted to the 
Council who, on approval, shall appoint the applicants, together 
with any members of their own body whom they may judge pro- 
per to nominate, a Committee ; and shall name a chairman of the 
same, who shall be considered responsible for carrying out its 
objects and making a report of its proceedings to the Council. 
The Committee so appointed may then commence work. The 
rooms of the Society, books and stationery, to be at their service. 
No expense to be incurred by any Committee out of the funds of 
the Spcifety without direct permission of the Council." 

The Paper read was 

" A Report of the Committee of Correspondence of the Colony 
of Western Australia on the present state of the Settlement." 
Communicated by the Right Hon. Lord Glenelg. 

It consisted of several distinct accounts contributed by differ- 
ent individuals, as follows ; — 

1 . On Sheep, Cattle, and Horses, in York District, by Mr. 
Bland. 

2. On the Agriculture, Sheep, Cattle, &c. of the Swan and 
Canning Districts, by Messrs. BuU, Dermotts, and Yules ; 

3. On Horticultural Produce, by Mr. Drummond, Botanist; 

4. On Vegetables and Fruit, by Mr. Cooke, Market Gardener ; 

5. On the Supply and price of Provisions, chiefly meat and 
bread, by Mr. Smith ; 

6. Account of Shipping : Exports and Imports at Fremantle, 
by Captaia Scott, Harbour Master ; 
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7. On the number and condition of Mechanics, Artizans, and 
value of Houses, and Buildings, by Mr. Higgs ; 

8. Census of Western Australia in 1836; 

9. On the state of Crime, places of Worship, and Schools, by 
W. H. Mackie, Esq.. Chairman of the Quarter Sessions ; 

10. On the Climate, Meteorology, and Diseases, by Joseph 
Harris, Esq., Colonial Surgeon ; 

1 1 . List of the Government Officers and their Salaries ; 

12. Account of Land granted by Government to Settlers ; 

13. Revenue and Expenditure in 1834, and 1835 ; 

14. Tabular exhibitions of the nature and value of Property ; 

15. Particulars concerning the establishment of a Bank. 

1. The section on the Eastern side of the Darling range of hills, 
called the York District, contains (Feb. 1836.) about 5000 sheep 
in excellent condition. The average annual increase is 80 lambs 
to 100 ewes. The original flocks were imported chiefly from 
Van Dieman's Land. They are a large framed, and a very coarse 
wooled breed, but being crossed with pure Merino rams, the qua- 
lity of the wool is constantly improving. The lambs weigh usu- 
ally from 40 to 46 lbs. at the age of six months. These flocks 
are fed entirely on the native grasses. The Merino flock consists 
of about 900 pure descendants of the choice Spanish flock presen- 
ted in 1791 to George in. by the King of Spain. This breed since 
imported into the Colony has much improved in carcase and fleece. 
The small average weight of the latter, namely 2|lbs. is caused by 
the necessity for shearing the lambs early, in consequence of the 
barbed seed of a native grass which adheres to the wool, and by irri- 
tating and penetrating the skin, injures the condition of the flock. 
Sheep, in passing from the Swan to the York District, across the 
Darling Range, are subject to a disease so generally fatal, that one 
half, and even two-thirds of a flock have been lost by it. This 
rapidly-destructive disorder is caused by the sheep eating voraci- 
ously of the coarse scrub grass which abounds on this mountain 
range : being at the same time in a weakly condition on landing 
after a long voyage. That this is the chief cause of loss is proved 
by the fact that, none are lost in passing from the York District 
to the Swan, being then brought in good condition from luxuriant 
pasturage. The evil is said to be avoidable by attention, and the 
exclusive use of hay and corn for food during the journey. 
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Though the District is expressly a Sheep country, horned cattle 
and horses do weU when carefiJly managed ; but there being no 
swampy grounds which, in this climate, are requisite for the good 
pasturage of cattle, the attention of the Settlers is whoUy direc- 
ted to the rearing of sheep, and very little land is cultivated for 
crops. Those of wheat average from 20 to 26 bushels an acre. 
The land is generally good from JBeverley to 12 nules below Nor- 
tham, along a tract measuring about 50 miles in a line ; and in 
width from 2 to 3 miles on each side of the river, which is the 
average space on which the feed in summer is available for large 
flacks of Sheep. In this area of about 300 square miles the soil 
varies from a light red sandy loam to a dark clayey loam ; the 
darkness increasing with the strength. The best land is on the 
gentle slopes about a mile from the river. It is a dark brown 
Joam with grit sufficient to keep the surface from binding in sum- 
mer, and the water from standing in winter. The low flats on 
the river bank are formed of blue day, or a quartz sand. The 
Disfrict abounds in excellent grass, and though generally desti- 
tute of timber student is conveniently found for the use of the 
settlers. The white gum is common and very durable for build- 
ing, being extremely hard, but on that account rather expensive 
ia cutting. 

A thousand poujids is stated as the requisite capital for a settler 
of the highest class, and from 2 to 500/. for those who labor with 
their own hands. 

2. (Feb. ISSe) In the Swan and Canning Districts, the quan- 
tity of land cultivated for crops is given as follows : — 
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The crops of wheat on alluvial land average 18 bushels an acre : 
the best weighing 66 lbs. a bushel. The total quantity of corn, 
produced in 1836, was believed to be sufficient for the consump- 
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tion of the colony. In the three districts of Swan, Canning, and 
York, the nBinber of live stock was :— 



In the 


year 1834. 


1830. 


Increase. 


Horned Cattle . . . 
Horses 


500 
162 


6^0 
1G7 
5. 158 
657 
550 


146 

5 

1.59S 

1(67 

170 


Slieop , 

Goats 


. . . 8.548 
492 
372 





Seyeral horses of distinguished pedigrse are kept for breeding, 
and also some superior bulls. Horned cattle in crossing the 
Darling Range are liable to greater injury and loss than horses, 
the cause of ■which is attributed, as in the case of sheep, to 
an excessive distention of the stomach with the coarse scrub, 
which is said to be deficient in the bitter quality requisite for the 
process of digestion. Horses are stated to be subject to fewer 
diseases than in any country where they are made use of. Seve- 
ral corn mills are turned by horses ; but at Perth, there are two 
watermills and a windmill. The expense of grinding and dress- 
ing a bushel of wheat of 60 lbs. is 3s. A Brewery is estabhshed 
at Perth. The farm houses and buildings are for the most part 
substantial, and sufficient for useful purposes. Fencing, consist- 
ing of 4 or 5 rails, ditch and ditch, though not general, is exten- 
sively adopted by some of the settlers. Several farms which have 
been rated are found to return 10 per cent, on the capital invested. 
Alluvial lands let from 20s. to 25s. an acre. Farm labourers are 
scarce, and not easily retained in service, in consequence of the 
great inducement they have to become proprietors themselves. 
Many industrious individuals of this class have commenced with 
from 20 to 100 acres, and are likely to become the principal grain 
growers in the colony, as all those who possess capital resort to 
the more lucrative employment of reariijg sheep. The profits on 
sheep have averaged hitherto about 70 per cent, per annum. 

The wages of Agricultural labourers are from 4s. to 5s. a day, 
carpenters receive from 7s. to 8s. a day, and clever blacksmiths 
are paid 15s. a day. Mechanics and Artizans appear, however, 
to be the least likely class to accumulate property, owing to their 
dependence on irregular and merely accidental engagements. 
The class of which the colony is most m need, is that of shep- 
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herds : and it is stated as highly probable that 150 steady indivi- 
duals of this description would readily meet with satisfactory em- 
ployment. 

S. Mr. Drummond, after an experience of six years in Horti- 
cultural pursuits in the colony, asserts that no country in the 
world is more favourable for this department of industry. The 
abundant and regular fall of rain from May to November, the 
great number of springs, with the nature of the soil and situation 
on which they rise, and the gjeneral character of the climate, form 
a combination of kindly circumstances peculiar to the banks of 
the Swan, 

On the Darling Hills, are many beautiful situations for the cultiva- 
tion of the Vine and the Olive, where the soil is naturally irrigated 
by numerous springs, issuing from between the iron-stone, and 
granite, which in general forms the base of this mountainous range. 

Between Guildford and Fremantle, immediately on the banks of 
the river, lie about a hundred acres of springy land, of which the 
the rich vegetable mold is from one foot to several yards in depth, 
and is found capable of producing the most luxurious crops of 
almost every kind of vegetable and fruit. The common sweet 
water grape, the Muscatel, white cluster, and white seedling 
grape, the brown fig from the Cape of Good Hope, and the white 
from India, all bear abundantly from Christmas to May. Peaches 
are plentiful, but being at present the produce only of seedlings, 
they are deficient in flavor. Tlie Banana has ripened some excel- 
lent fruit. Melons, Water Melons, and Cucumbers are used as the 
cheapest food for pigs. The finest Persian Melons produce a sweater 
weight of fruit on the same extent of ground (springy) than po- 
tatoes or turnips in England. 

By means of winter gardens laid out in the dry uplands, and 
summer gardens, made in the moist springy soil, a supply is main- 
tained of every kind of vegetable throughout the year. Half a 
peck of potatoes has produced 12 cwt. and from 10 lbs. planted, 
and their produce replanted, 15 cwt. have been obtained in 11 
months. The general price of good potatoes is Ijd. a pound. 
The finest onions about 2d. a pound. 

Several varieties of gum, some of which possess the properties 
of gum arable, are found in very large quantities and arc ex- 
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ported to England, some of these gums are eaten by the Abori- 
ginal Tribes as a common article of food. 

4. In the neighbom'hood of Perth about 16 acres are laid 
out in market gardens for the supply of the inhabitants of the 
town, and of the settlers who thence obtain their provisions. 
The soil of these gardens is a rich vegetable deposit on a sandy 
stratum, with small perennial springs rising near the surface, 
which, in the summer months, render it highly productive. 
The soil of the upland gardens is a light sandy loam, which in 
the winter months is equally productive. The following kinds 
of vegetables are produced in great abundance, and are said to 
be equal in size, and superior in flavour, to the similar pro- 
ductions of England. Turnips, cabbages, cauliflowers, raddishes, 
lettuce, carrots, beet, onions, peas, kidney-beans, &o. : long- 
pod and windsor-beans are excepted, as not successful. The 
various potherbs, thyme, parsley, sage, &c., thrive extremely well. 

The rock-melon, cantelope, romana, and water-melon are 
very abundant, and of superior size and flavour. Cucumbers, 
gourds, and pumpkins are remarkably fine and large. Grapes, 
figs and peaches are good and abundant. Walnut trees are 
thriving, and promise similar productiveness. The almond has 
hitherto not succeeded. The apple, pear, plum, orange, lemon and 
guava are of recent introduction, but all the numerous plants 
of these fruits have a thriving and healthy appearance. The hop 
is growing well in several places. The banana, when sheltered 
firom boisterous winds, produces excellent fruit. In short almost 
every species of esculent vegetable, and delicious fruit can be 
readily reared in this country; the climate in winter being 
sufficiently cool to bring to the greatest perfection all vegetables 
which are common in England; and in summer sufficiently 
warm to ripen all the fruits which are common to the south of 
Europe, and some which belong to the tropics. 

Fruit trees are of much more rapid growth than in England ; 
the cuttings in the second year after planting bear fruit, and 
abundantly in the third year. A vine in the government garden 
at Perth, of the common sweet water grape, has, in one season, 
projected shoots in dificrent directions above 30 feet in length, 
so as to cover an area of 20 yaids in diameter ; and it is stated 
that the vines produced in the colony from the cuttings of two plants 
of this description, would suffice to plant 20 acres. The vine in the 
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government garden produces at least 1 -cwt. of fruit, and would, 
were it not kept close by cutting, yield an annual supply of 3-cwt. 

The price of vegetables, in the first years of the settlement, was 
very high. Cabbages were 2s. 6d. each ; they are now sold, 
large and full-hearted a Id. each. Potatoes were Is. 8d, a-lb. ; 
now l|d. a-lb. Peas were 2s. a quart, unsheUed ; now Is. 6d. 
a peck. Onions were Is. 6d. a-lb. ; now Id. a-lb. Water- 
melons were sold for 10s. 6d. each; now 2d. each. Rock- 
melons were 5s. each j now 6d. Cucumbers 9d. each ; now Id. 
Grapes 2s. 6d. a-lb. ; now 9d. Peaches Is. each ; now 2d. 
Figs 4 for a shilling ; now 6d. a dozen. 

5. Mr. Smith, in giving an account of the supply of food, states 
that in 1830 and 1831 about 3,500 sheep were imported from 
Van Dieman's Land, but the country about the river-mouth 
being deficient in good grass, and ill-adapted for sheep, and it 
being not then known that excellent pasturage might be found 
by crossing the Darling Range, these flocks were slaughtered to 
supply the British ships of war then moored in Cockbum Sound. 
Several herds of cattle, also prematurely imported before the 
construction of fences and other requisite arrangements were 
ready for their reception, escaped into the distant tracts of 
brushwood and were irrecoverably lost. 

Durilig the first years of the Settlement fresh meat was fre- 
quently not obtainable at all. At Fremantle, when a supply was 
procured, it was sold at Is. 6d. and 2s. a-lb. Parties of the settlers 
by making hunting etcursiohs procured occasionally some Kan- 
garoos, ducks, and teal. In 1831 the scarcity of meat was so great 
that condemned salt beef, which had been buried as unfit for food, 
was disinterred and sold at Is. a-lb. In 1835 the retail price of 
beef was from Is. 4d. to Is. M. a-lb. Mutton is said to be 
plentiful, but the price is not stated at less than Is. a-lb. The 
average weight of lambs slaughtered is 30 lbs ; wethers 45 lbs. 

The price of bread flour has greatly fluctuated, being sometimes 
at 2rf. a-lb., at other times scarcely to be bought for Is. a-lb. 

In 1836 it was plentiful, and remained at about 3d. a-lb. 

Sea-fish of various kinds are occasionally taken in large quan- 
tities off the port of Fremantle, and near Perth, in Melville Water 
and it is stated that a handsome dishful costs about Is. 6d. 

The settlers established in the interior country will eagerly give 
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as much aB 30/. for a good dog, bred between the hound and 
mastiff, for the hunting of Kangaroos and other wild animals, 
"which afford a variety of excellent food. 

6. The following table of imports is given by Captsua 
Scott : — 
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Previous to 1 830 several vessels were wrecked off the harbour 
mouth ; but, subsequent to that year, the winds, currents, and 
soundings, have become well understood, and no such accidents 
have occurred. During the winter months (May to September) 
the prevailing winds are from N.W., and throughout the sum- 
mer months (October to April) from S.W. The numbers of 
sheep and cattle exhibited in the above table of imports are tlie 
numbers shipped at the ports of Van Dieman's Land and else- 
where, which exceed, by about one-half, the actual numbers 
landed in the port of Fremantle. The loss of imported sheep has 
indeed been enormous, as will appear from the following three 
instances of vessels which arrived with cargoes of these animals 
in 1829 and 1830:— 

Landed. Shipped. 

The ship Lion 310 the remains of 400 

Thames 870 1800 

Prince Regent , . 1 100 1200 

Williams 300 700 

And of the numbers landed, a very large portion shortly died, or 
were consigned to the butcher as being unhkely to live ; in con- 
sequence, first, of the imprudent precipitancy of speculators, 
who neglected to subject them to the requisite preparatory 
treatment for the tedious voyage ; and, secondly, owing to the 
equally great imprudence of the colonists in at once undertaldng 
to feed the largest flocks upon partially tried, and ill-adapted 
pasturage and localities, without the pre-requisite arrangements 
for sheltering, folding and other necessary attention : so that 
out of the 10,641 which were shipped, not more than twelve 
or fifteen hundred, probably about one-ninth part, remained on 
the grants of the settlers. The Report therefore states, that 
"had the same expensive speculations in sheep been entered 
into a year or two later, when the settlers were in a state to 
receive them, and the adaptation of the pasturage over the 
hills had become known, our exports of wool for 1 835 would 
have been very different from the amount exhibited in the 
table." This amount is as follows : — 

Wool shipiped for England and tlie Cape of Good Hope in 1835 . . 7,638 lb. 

Ditto, in 183C 12,.500 lb. 

Value \s. 9i. a-lb. 
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Hitherto, the only article of exportation from the Swan River 
Colony, besides wool, appears to have been gum, of which 
about fifteen tons were shipped iti 1836 for Liverpool. 

7. Mr. Trigg reports, that the number of artisans in the 
colony is about ninety-five, of whom only one-third find 
even occasional employment in their respective trades. The 
remaining two-thirds, if not so fortunate as to obtain a little 
land to commence farming, either work as general labourers, or 
as the last resort, go out as fishermen. It is stated, that even 
were an influx of monied emigrants to require the construction 
of new houses and public buildings, the present number of 
mechanics and artisans vrould be sufficient for the work. Of 
agricultural labourers there is a great deficiency, from causes 
which already have been explained. The wages of mechanics 
are from 6s. to 8s. a-day ; those of labourers generally 5*. 

The value of the public buildings, consisting chiefly of the 
Governor's mansion, the Sessions House and Gaol at Perth, and 
the Custom House and some other offices at Fremantle, is esti- 
mated at 13,000?., and that of all the private houses and 
buildings at 30,000/., which is about one-half of the actual cost 
of construction. 

8. The following table exhibits the total population in 1836, 
of the Swan River Settlements, west and east of the Darling 
mountains : — 
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In 1835, there were Births ,,.,..,,,, 61 

,1 . . Man-iages 4 

I . . . Deaths 24 

Population of King George^s Sound in 1836 160 

Ditto of Augusta 40 

9. The next article of the Report, by W. H. Mackie, Esq. 
Chairman of the Quarter Sessions, g^ve a minute statistical 
account of crime in the colony, and of the system of criminal 
jurisprudence ; remarking that, few subjects deserve more serious 
consideration than the moral condition of a population, although, 
in the greater number of statistical accounts of the British Colo- 
nies, this most important topic is either altogether omitted or 
very slightly noticed. In the six years from 1830 to 1836, there 
•were — 
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from 1830 to 1836. 
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The number convicted consisted of the following cases i 



Assaults 13 

Housebreaking 10 

Coining 1 

Embezzlement 2 



Receiving stolen goods . , 2 

Perjury ,..,,.,, I 

Larcency ,.,.,,,..,,... 88 



Total. 



116 
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Sentence of death has hitherto neither been passed nor re- 
corded in the colony. For all offences yet committed punishment 
has been inflicted either by transportation to New South Wales 
or Van Dieman's Land, by imprisonment, or by flogging. 

Drunkenness, and its usual attendants, assaults and afirays, 
offences committed by the proprietors of public-houses and 
retailers of spirits, with complaints between masters and servants 
(a very prolific subject), and petty thefts in gardens, comprise 
all the matter of convictions under the head of summary juris- 
diction. 

The criminal law of the colony is the same as that of Eng- 
land, with slight modifications made by the local legislation. It 
is administered by the magistrates of the colony in a court of 
Quarter Sessions. Besides a gaoler and several common con- 
stables, there is a mounted guard of constabulary police, whose 
principal duty is to traverse the country, and prevent depreda- 
tions by the Aboriginal tribes. Prisoners in the gaol are kept to 
hard labour, the males in works of public utility, the females in 
domestic business. 

One clergyman, the chaplain of the colony, resides and per- 
forms service at Perth in a temporary building used as a church, 
and visits other parts of the colony for occasional duties. There 
is also at Perth a small chapel of the Wesleyan-Methodists, and 
a well-attended Sunday-school. At the same place a subscription 
school for gratuitous elementary instruction has been established. 
It is conducted in a creditable manner by a competent teacher, 
who receives from the Government 501. a-year, and contains on 
an average thirty-five scholars. A similar school exists at Fre- 
mantle, having about thirty scholars ; and another at Guildford, 
where there is also a Sunday-school. Each of the masters receives 
from the Colonial revenue 501. a-year, as at Perth ; and chil- 
dren of the poorest parents can have gratuitous admission. 

The reading of the remaining portion of the paper was deferred 
to the next meeting of the Society. 



